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David Ettershank MP is a member of the Victorian Legislative
Council representing the Western Metropolitan Region.
And he works for you!

Here’s a rundown of some local and not so local news.

GOOD NEWS IN THE WEST!

Cultural centre back in action!

The Wyndham Cultural Centre has reopened with upgraded
facilities. It now offers a diverse program of music, theatre, visual
arts, and comedy.

Boom gate free

The Sunbury rail line is now completely free of boom gates
following the removal of the final three level crossings, improving
safety and easing congestion for over 100,000 daily motorists. This
helps prepares for increased services once the Metro Tunnel
opens.

Council reconsiders lease agreement on local childcare centre
Following community interest and opposition to the terms of the
proposed lease of the Bulldogs Community Children’s Centre,
Maribyrnong Council has made the decision to close the
community engagement process early, and consider a further
report addressing options, including retaining the not-for-profit
clause.
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News in Action

The cost of filtration on the West

Gate Tunnel

| have long supported the Maribyrnong Truck
Action Group (MTAG) push for answers about
why filters are not being installed on the West
Gate Tunnel stacks. This recent article questions
the transparency and accuracy of the cost
estimates so far.

Petition for bridge to connect West
Footscray

A local resident has launched a petition for
Maribyrnong Council to work with the
government to connect North and South West
Footscray with a foot bridge over the Tottenham
railyards.

Is Waste to Energy a load of
rubbish?

Residents in Sunbury are concerned about the
Waste to Energy proposal. The proposal recently
secured a waste cap license. This is one of
several approval processes it will need to go
through before it can proceed, which means it is
still not locked in.

I’'m pleased that on 27" August a motion
presented by my colleague, Rachel Payne MP for
Southern Metropolitan, for an inquiry into the
rapid development and expansion of WHtE
incinerators in Victoria and was successful. This
is a positive step, and the media attention the
motion attracted is valuable particularly in areas
like Sunbury, where many people told me that
didn’t know about the proposal or thought it was
already a done deal.

If you’re keen to connect with others who are
concerned about the proposal | recommend
joining this Facebook group.

Ghost buses haunting
you?

The West is the Best but it gets so much less.

We recently asked you to tell us what you thought
about buses in the West. We weren’t surprised to
learn that issues range from non-existent and
unreliable bus services, through to “ghost buses’ that
track on the PTV app, but no-one sees them!

If you’ve experienced this phenomenon let me know.
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News for the West and beyond

Legalise Cannabis hails new research
showing cannabis regulation is a state

money-spinner
Regulating cannabis in Victoria would deliver billions in
government revenue, free up police and court resources
and direct funds towards research on safe levels of
consumption.
The Penington Institute’s research shows that cannabis
regulation is a $10 billion economic opportunity for
Victoria.
We’ve had cannabis prohibition for 95 years in Victoria,
and we know that it doesn’t work. Going on the figures
from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(AIHW), about 700,000 Victorians consumed illicit
cannabis over the past year.
The only one benefiting from prohibition in Victoria is
organised crime. Law enforcement related to cannabis
alone costs Australia $1.7 billion annually, according to
past research from the Penington Institute.
In March, a new Victorian parliamentary report on
personal possession came out. Based on a committee
inquiry, the report recommended decriminalising the
possession of small amounts of cannabis in Victoria.
We are waiting for the Allan government to respond.
Let’s face the truth, prohibition is not stopping anyone
from consuming.

End workplace discrimination of medicinal

cannabis patients
The Upper House of the Victorian Parliament has
committed to ‘progressing’ reforms to workplace laws,
thanks to a motion | introduced in late July.
Tiny trace elements of the cannabinoid THC can be
detected by a workplace drug test, long after there is
any impairment. Because of these traces and a zero
tolerance attitude towards drugs, current workplace
drug testing discriminates against medicinal cannabis
patients. | introduced the motion to review workplace
drug testing, based on recommendations from a
parliamentary inquiry into workplace drug testing.
The parliamentary committee inquiry came up with
seven recommendations to end unfairness toward
workers prescribed medication, including medicinal
cannabis.
The motion has the support of AFL coaching greats
Damien Hardwick and Alastair Clarkson. Both coaches
are prescribed medicinal cannabis.
More than two million medicinal cannabis scripts have
been issued nationally since 2020, but sadly,
unimpaired Victorian workers risk losing their jobs - and
that’s simply not fair.

Find out more here.

Got news you want to share? Want to know more about what I’m working on?

Find out what’s happening in Parliament here

Read my latest Media Releases here

Learn about my colleague MP Rachel Payne’s work here
Something you think | should know about? Get in touch here
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