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David Ettershank MP at the Seedlings Joint Walk, Sunshine, March 2026

David Ettershank MP is a member of the Victorian Legislative
Council representing the Western Metropolitan Region.

And he works for you!
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NEWS IN ACTION

Waste to Energy (WtE)
debated in Parliament
Thanks to the passionate Sunbury
residents who collected signatures for
two petitions, there have been two
debates in parliament about Waste to
Energy. On 18  Feb the proposal for
Sunbury was debated and on the 18
March a moratorium on WtE across
the state was debated.
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New Footscray Hospital opens
The new Footscray Hospital has opened its doors. The new hospital
has 200 more beds than the old hospital nearby, and will treat an
additional 15,000 patients every year.

Wyndham’s Building Block Community Leadership Program is open 
Wyndham's Building Blocks program is a free fully subsidised
program for people over 18, who live, work, study, volunteer, or play in
Wyndham, to work collaboratively to develop and strengthen
community leadership and participation skills.

Greater Western Water (GWW) Trees for Schools Program
GWW is inviting schools across its service region to take part in the
2026 Trees for Schools program. With the support of the Victorian
Government through the More Trees for a Cooler Greener West
program, the initiative supports schools across Melbourne’s west,
including Brimbank, Hobsons Bay, Maribyrnong, Melton, Moonee
Valley, Wyndham and parts of Hume.

GOOD NEWS IN THE WEST!

David Ettershank welcomed a
report from the Victorian
Ombudsman calling for financial
support for residents of an
Avondale Heights retirement
village, which flooded in 2022.
Flood victims say their homes are
now unsellable.

Victorian Ombudsman
recommends
compensation to flood
victims

David Ettershank called on Transport
Minister Gabrielle Williams to dig
deep and commit to building the
Altona North train station by 2030.
The station has an estimated price
tag of between $140-240 million.
Infrastructure Victoria had
recommended the new station on the
Werribee line in its latest 30-year
strategy, and Hobsons Bay Council
also sees it as essential.
The station would see an estimated
1,000 train boardings per week by
2031, growing to 1500 by 2041.

Altona Train Station –
build it and they will come!

https://thewestsider.com.au/sunbury-residents-rally-at-state-parliament-against-proposed-waste-incinerator/
https://thewestsider.com.au/sunbury-residents-rally-at-state-parliament-against-proposed-waste-incinerator/
https://www.timeout.com/melbourne/news/melbournes-huge-new-footscray-hospital-is-officially-open-and-its-home-to-more-than-500-beds-022426
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/community-support/community-led-programs/building-blocks-community-leadership-program#:~:text=Wyndham's%20Building%20Blocks%20program%20is,community%20leadership%20and%20participation%20skills.
https://www.gww.com.au/about/news/planting-future-thousands-trees-schools-2026
https://www.gww.com.au/about/community/trees-schools
https://davidettershank.com.au/mp-welcomes-ombudsmans-call-to-compensate-flood-victims/
https://davidettershank.com.au/mp-welcomes-ombudsmans-call-to-compensate-flood-victims/
https://davidettershank.com.au/mp-welcomes-ombudsmans-call-to-compensate-flood-victims/
https://davidettershank.com.au/mp-welcomes-ombudsmans-call-to-compensate-flood-victims/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.infrastructurevictoria.com.au%2Fassets%2FResources%2FVictoria%25E2%2580%2599s-infrastructure-strategy-2025%25E2%2580%25932055.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CChristine.Tondorf%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7Cbc5146d704be41ddcc2008de32cd4157%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C639004054308600615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JwWOAOZoTTBB3BkXKE29nM%2B8o%2F1qqabSyU%2BJw%2FkDrdY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.infrastructurevictoria.com.au%2Fassets%2FResources%2FVictoria%25E2%2580%2599s-infrastructure-strategy-2025%25E2%2580%25932055.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CChristine.Tondorf%40parliament.vic.gov.au%7Cbc5146d704be41ddcc2008de32cd4157%7C821af0ec31404137af0e6690286fb673%7C0%7C0%7C639004054308600615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JwWOAOZoTTBB3BkXKE29nM%2B8o%2F1qqabSyU%2BJw%2FkDrdY%3D&reserved=0
https://nosunburywasteincinerator.org/
https://nosunburywasteincinerator.org/


THE WEST IS THE BEST
BUT IT GETS SO MUCH LESS!

David Ettershank has been campaigning for Better
Buses in the West, and supporting the Friends of the
Earth Better Buses campaign.
The campaign highlights that transport justice is
deeply intertwined with access to services, cost of
living, safety, health, education, accessibility,
gender justice, racial justice, climate and many other
community priorities.
Friends of the Earth are organising a symposium to
bring together a range of diverse organisations and
passionate individuals to demonstrate how better
access to public transport improves the wellbeing
and lives of communities.
Aims for the symposium:

Build solidarity amongst individuals and groups
whose work often happens in siloes
Develop shared asks ahead of the 2026
Victorian state election
Share stories through video storytelling on social
media
Compile information from the day into a report to
be shared with decision makers

Got news you want to share? Want to know more about what I’m working on?

Find out what’s happening in Parliament here
Read my latest Media Releases here
Learn about my colleague MP Rachel Payne’s work here 
Something you think I should know about? Get in touch here
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420 IN THE PARK - SAVE THE DATE! 20  Aprilth

This year we will be hosting a 420 event in a park in the West. Please join us to celebrate 420. 
Keep an eye on our social media for exact details in the coming weeks.

https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/the_west_deserves_the_best
https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/the_west_deserves_the_best
https://davidettershank.com.au/betterbuses/
https://davidettershank.com.au/betterbuses/
https://davidettershank.com.au/parliament/
https://davidettershank.com.au/news/
https://rachelpayne.com.au/
https://rachelpayne.com.au/
https://davidettershank.com.au/contact/
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